6         COMMON SENSE AND LABOUR
50 per cent, in England and Germany. It is hard to
get men to work at any wage. You will rarely meet
with a manufacturer or a retailer who is not seriously
hampered by his inability to obtain employees.
What is the reason for this restlessness every-
where? Why is England practically on her back and
unable to produce? Why are France, Italy, and
Belgium always in and out of great strikes? Why do
you find such an intense dissatisfaction with every-
thing here?
The worker cannot tell you. When he is in the
midst of a strike, he can express some specific things
which he thinks he wants then but if you give them
to him, he will be around again in a week or two for
something more, and just as much and just as vaguely
dissatisfied as he was before he went on the strike.
The glib answer to all of this is of course the war,
but that is not an answer at all. It is only an evasion.
It is as though a man, being asked to write an article,
should forward a dictionary to the editor with a com-
ment that he would find all that he desired within
its covers and that all he had to do was to pick out
the words and arrange them.
The conduct of the war is responsible for the unrest
of the working man to-day, but that unrest is very